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and he greatly aids the labors of the missionaries.

An embassy of Island savages (from the Allu-
mettes) visits the Hurons, attempting, but in vain,
to incite them to an attack on the Iroquois. Bré-
beuf takes this opportunity to win, for himself and
his brethren, the friendship of these Islanders,—giv-
ing them a canoe and other presents.

For the benefit of those of his brethren in France
who desire to undertake missionary work in the Hu-
ron country, Brébeuf recounts the many perils of the
journey hither, and the annoyances and dangers to
which apostles of the faith are continually exposed
among the savages; but he offers much encourage-
ment and consolation to those who are willing, never-
theless, to brave all obstacles, and to devote them-
selves to the conversion of the natives.

The missionaries are compiling a grammar and
dictionary of the Huron dialect; and Brébeuf devotes
a chapter to the peculiarities of this tongue.

The second part of this Relation, is occupied by a
minute account of ‘‘ the beliefs, manners, and cus-
toms of the Hurons,”—their myths of Deity and
creation; their notions regarding the nature of man’s
soul, and its condition after death; their worship of
the sky, and of demons; their superstitions, and faith
in dreams; their feasts and dances: their games, and
the general habit of gambling. Then are described,
at length, the tricks of medicine men; the national
characteristics of the Huron tribes; their customs,
both in peace and war; their councils and oratory;
and, finally, their solemn feast of the dead,—at
which ghastly ceremony, once in twelve years, the
corpses of all who have died during that time receive
a public and common burial.



